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Cancer Control and Research Advisory Council (C-CRAB)
Annual Report

Executive Summary: Highlights from 1998

¢ In 1998, the C-CRAB statute was amended, adding a mandate to develop prostate cancer educational
material, appropriating $50,000 for breast cancer and $50,000 for prostate cancer educational
material, and adding three new organizational members to the Council (see Page 1 and Appendix 1).

¢ The Prostate Cancer Task Force was created (see Page 1 and Appendix 1).

¢ The C-CRAB Breast Cancer Technical Advisory Group worked on revising the treatment options
pamphlet produced in 1996 (see Page 6 and Appendix 5).

¢ The 1998-1999 Florida Cancer Plan was distributed (see Page 5).

¢ Governor Chiles issued a proclamation designating September 1998 as Prostate Cancer Awareness
Month (see Appendix 4).

¢ Charles L. Gruder, Ph.D., Executive Director of the Special Research Programs Office at the University
of California, addressed the Council at its June 11 meeting, presenting information on California’s
state-funded cancer programs and the role of advocates (see Page 4 and Appendix 3A).

¢ C-CRAB began planning for a public forum, to be held June 17, 1999. The purpose of the forum is to
get input from the public and cancer advocacy groups on ways to improve cancer control and
prevention programs in Florida (see Page 6 and Appendix 6).

¢ W. Jarrard Goodwin, M.D., Director of the Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center, was appointed
Chair.

¢ Several C-CRAB members met with the Secretary of Health to discuss ways in which C-CRAB and the
Department of Health could work together on cancer control programs (see Page 6).

¢ Three issues of the C-CRAB Newsletter were published (see Page 7).

¢ C-CRAB continues to work with other state cancer programs, such as the Florida Comprehensive
Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program and the Florida Leadership Council for Tobacco
Control (see Page 8).

For more information, please contact:

W. Jarrard Goodwin, Jr., M.D. or Dorothy F. Parker, M.H.S.
C-CRAB Chair C-CRAB Executive Director
Address: Cancer Control and Research Advisory Council

H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center & Research Institute
12902 Magnolia Dr., Tampa, FL 33612

Phone: (813) 632-1339

E-mail: parkerdf@moffitt.usf.edu

Web page: http://www/moffitt.usf.edu/ccrab
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SECTION 1: ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE

1.

4'

APPROPRIATIONS AND CHANGES TO THE C-CRAB STATUTE

In 1998, the Legislature passed House Bill 1213, which became Chapter 98-305, Florida

Laws (see Appendix 1). The bill accomplished four things:

e amended the C-CRAB statute (Section 240.5121), adding a mandate to produce
educational material on prostate cancer

e appropriated to C-CRAB $50,000 for breast cancer educational material and $50,000 for
prostate cancer educational material

e amended the C-CRAB statute adding three more organizations: the Cancer Information
Service, Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University Institute of Public Health, and the
Florida Society of Oncology Social Workers

e created the Prostate Cancer Task Force

. MEMBERSHIP

Governor Chiles made the following appointments in 1998:

New Members:
Sandra Blank, a General Public Representative
Kari Barcome, M.S.W., representing the Florida Society of Oncology Social Workers
James Fiorica, M.D., representing the Florida Society of Clinical Oncology
James Lynch, M.D., representing the University of Florida Shands Cancer Center
JoBeth Speyer, representing the Cancer Information Service
Kurt Stonesifer, M.D., representing the Florida Society of Pathologists

Members Reappointed:
Kerry Chamberlain, D.O., representing the Florida Osteopathic Medical Association
Edward Trapido, Sc.D., representing the Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center
A complete list of current members can be found in Appendix 2.

OFFICERS AND BYLAWS

W. Jarrard Goodwin, M.D., Director of the Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center, was
appointed by Governor Chiles as C-CRAB Chair. His term will be for 1998 and 1999.

There were no changes to the Council's bylaws.

MEETINGS

Two council meetings were held in 1998: June 11 and November 23. The Executive
Committee had two conference calls, one on April 29 and one on August 26.
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Highlights of June 11 Meeting: Charles Gruder, Ph.D., Executive Director of the Special
Research Programs Office at the University of California, was invited to speak about
California's state-funded cancer programs. He described how cancer advocates were
instrumental in getting the California legislature to fund programs, and their ongoing role in
making decisions about the use of the funds. He also explained the process of allocating
money for projects to researchers throughout the state. His presentation was followed by a
discussion on how to apply California’s experience in Florida and how to involve cancer
advocates.

The meeting also included discussions of the following topics: ways to improve the
relationship between C-CRAB and the Department of Health; the C-CRAB breast cancer
treatment options pamphlet; the Prostate Cancer Task Force and its role in helping C-CRAB
develop prostate cancer education material; and the Department of Health's grant proposal
for a comprehensive cancer control program. See Appendix 3A for meeting minutes.

Highlights of November 23 Meeting: Much of the meeting involved a discussion on
revising the C-CRAB breast cancer pamphlet vs. using a similar brochure produced by the
National Cancer Institute. The Council decided to revise the C-CRAB booklet.

Other issues that were discussed include: plans for a public forum in which cancer
advocates, survivors, and other interested individuals and health care professionals could
offer suggestions for ways to improve Florida's cancer control programs and to increase
state funding; collaborating with the American College of Surgeons' efforts to promote
cancer programs in Florida; and encouraging school districts to support efforts to reduce
sun exposure among Florida's school children. See Appendix 3B for meeting minutes.

Executive Committee Conference Calls: The C-CRAB Executive Committee met via
conference call on April 29 and August 26. The purpose of the April call was to plan for the
June meeting. The August call focussed on plans for an advocacy meeting/public forum (see
Appendices 3C & 3D).

SECTION 2: SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES

1. FLORIDA CANCER PLAN

The 1998-1999 Florida Cancer Plan was distributed in January 1998. Copies were sent to
the following: the governor, state senators and representatives, cabinet members, staff at
the Department of Health and the Agency for Health Care Administration, Area Health
Education Centers, health planning councils, hospitals that report to the Florida Cancer Data
System, Florida's federal congressional delegation, organizations represented on C-CRAB,
members of the Florida Breast and Cervical Cancer Coalition and the Tobacco-Free Florida
Coalition, and others. The Executive Summary was included in the 1997 C-CRAB Annual
Report.
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The 1998-1999 Florida Cancer Plan is available on the Internet, and can be accessed from
the C-CRAB web page (http://www.moffitt.usf.edu/ccrab).

PROSTATE CANCER

Educational Material and the Prostate Cancer Task Force: In 1997, the C-CRAB
Prostate Cancer Technical Advisory Group (TAG) developed recommendations for increasing
public awareness about prostate cancer. Some of the recommendations were addressed in
the 1998 legislation, Chapter 98-305, Florida Laws (see page 1 and Appendix 1).

One of the TAG's recommendations that was accepted and funded was to develop
educational material to increase awareness about prostate cancer. Since the Legislature
created a Prostate Cancer Task Force (separate from C-CRAB), the Council decided to wait
for the Task Force to develop recommendations as to what educational material is needed.
However, there has been a delay in this process because, as of the publication of this
report, not all appointments to the 18-member Task Force have been made. It is
anticipated that the Task Force will convene by March 1999. In preparation for the Task
Force, the C-CRAB Director has collected information on the issues that will be addressed:
= Insurance coverage for prostate cancer screening

= Ways to increase public awareness about prostate cancer

= Ways to coordinate services

= Ways to increase research and state funding

The $50,000 appropriated to C-CRAB for the prostate cancer education material went to the
Department of Health. Therefore, a contract between the H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center and
the Department was negotiated to enable C-CRAB to get the funds by June 30, 1999.

Prostate Cancer Awareness Month Proclamation: Governor Chiles issued a
proclamation designating September 1998 as Prostate Cancer Awareness Month (see
Appendix 4). C-CRAB staff provided background information for the proclamation, and the
Council sent a letter to Governor Chiles endorsing it.

BREAST CANCER

Breast Cancer Treatment Options Pamphlet: An appropriation to C-CRAB of $50,000
was approved for FY 1998-99 to revise and redistribute the breast cancer pamphlet. The
C-CRAB Breast Cancer Technical Advisory Group (see Appendix 5) and staff worked on
updating and revising the pamphlet that was produced in 1996. Since the $50,000
appropriated for the pamphiet went to the Department of Health, a contract between the H.
Lee Moffitt Cancer Center and the Department was negotiated to enable C-CRAB to get the
funds by June 30, 1999.

After the text is revised and reviewed by breast cancer survivors, it will be printed and
distributed to physicians and other health care providers, and will be made available upon
demand until the supply is depleted. The text of the 1996 booklet is on the Internet, and
can be accessed from the C-CRAB web page (http://www.moffitt.usf.edu/ccrab).
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LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES

C-CRAB focused on two pieces of legislation in 1998:

e Breast and Prostate Cancer - House Bill 1213 and Senate Bill 94 (see page 1 and
Appendix 3): C-CRAB provided background information to House and Senate
committees.

¢ Clean Indoor Air revisions to remove the preemption clause giving more authority to
local governments to regulate smoking in public places (House Bill 3379 and Senate Bill
148): Letters of support were sent to all senators and representatives.

PLANING FOR A PUBLIC FORUM

Based on the information presented by Dr. Larry Gruder at the June 11" meeting, C-CRAB
decided that it would benefit from having public support to help promote efforts to expand
Florida’s cancer control programs and to seek state funding. As a first step, the Council
decided to plan a forum to get input from the public, cancer advocacy groups, and health
care professions to determine their priorities for cancer control programs. A public forum is
planned for June 17, 1999 in Tampa, in conjunction with the next C-CRAB meeting (see
Appendix 6). Plans are being developed to advertise and promote the forum. Depending
on the results, plans will be made for further action.

THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Meeting with Dr. Howell: As a first step in helping C-CRAB work more closely with the

Department of Health, a meeting was held on March 6, 1998, to explore ways in which the

two can work together to address unmet cancer control needs in Florida. The meeting

included the C-CRAB Chair (Dr. Goodwin), the past Chair (Dr. Ruckdeschel), C-CRAB

Director (Dorothy Parker), the Secretary of Health (Dr. Howell), the Director of the Division

of Disease Control (Dr. Crockett), and the Department's representative on C-CRAB (Dr.

Hopkins). The discussion included several issues:

e How C-CRAB could serve in an advisory capacity if the Department gets federal funding
to develop a comprehensive cancer control program.

e How C-CRAB could work with the Department in three priority areas -- epidemiology,
environmental health, and health education. R

e How C-CRAB could work with the Department on education and prevention programs
resulting from the state's tobacco settlement.

¢ How the university-based C-CRAB members could help with cancer control research,
particularly behavioral research.

The workshop discussion at the June 11 C-CRAB meeting provided an opportunity to
expand on this discussion.

Communication with the New Administration: In late November, information about
C-CRAB was sent to Governor Bush, and to the head of his health transition team, Dr.
Susan MacManus. After the elections in November, the C-CRAB Chair, Dr. Goodwin,
extended an offer to Governor Bush to assist with cancer-related issues that arise during his




