Florida Cancer Plan 2030 Planning Meeting - Subgroup on Prevention/Risk Reduction

June 17, 2025 at 3:00 PM

Meeting Summary
Quick recap
The meeting focused on reviewing Florida's Cancer Control Plan and related data, including discussions on cancer screening objectives, tobacco-related initiatives, and HPV vaccination rates. Participants examined various challenges and progress in areas such as genomic testing, radon-resistant construction standards, and data collection methods for key metrics. The group agreed to continue working on restructuring objectives and addressing identified barriers in future bi-weekly meetings.

Summary

Research Team Introductions Meeting
The meeting began with introductions, including Tracy Crane, an associate professor in medical oncology at the University of Miami, who co-leads their cancer control research program and directs lifestyle medicine prevention and digital health. Dolapo, a postdoc fellow in Dr. Gwede's lab at Moffitt, introduced her background in nutritional research and current focus on early-onset colorectal cancer. Michael, filling in for Michelle Dale who is overseas, introduced himself as the lead for the Public Health Toxicology section with the Department of Health. Tara Hilton, chief of the Bureau of Chronic Disease Prevention at the Department of Health, was also introduced as co-chair of the chronic diseases and conditions priority area work group on the State Health Improvement Plan.

Florida Cancer Control Plan Review
The work group focused on reviewing Florida's Cancer Control Plan and related data, with Tara presenting an overview of the State Health Improvement Plan (SHIP) for chronic conditions from 2022-2026. The group discussed alignment between cancer screening objectives and prevention goals, particularly regarding lung, breast, prostate, and colorectal cancers, as well as tobacco-related initiatives. Bobbie shared a dashboard of objectives being tracked by SCAN 360, noting that some data sources would no longer be available, and the group agreed to identify alternative data sources for continued tracking of key metrics.

Tobacco Prevention Progress and Challenges
The group reviewed tobacco-related data and objectives, noting significant improvements in youth tobacco use rates despite some stagnation. They discussed the need to maintain these rates rather than setting overly ambitious goals for the next 5-year plan, with Ramzi suggesting more realistic targets given the natural rate of tobacco use. Ashley highlighted the success of Florida's tobacco prevention and control efforts, while also warning about new tobacco products like heated tobacco that could impact future metrics. The group agreed to celebrate current progress while being mindful of maintaining these improvements, with Clement suggesting they may need to adjust their goals accordingly.

Florida HPV Vaccination Data Challenges
The group discussed cervical cancer and HPV vaccination data in Florida, noting that while youth vaccination initiation rates are high, series completion rates are lower and data collection for HPV testing is sparse. They identified challenges with data collection and reporting, particularly regarding guideline changes and the combination of Pap smear testing and HPV testing metrics. The discussion concluded with consideration of starting HPV vaccinations at age 9 and exploring self-collection methods, while acknowledging the need to align metrics with the cervical cancer elimination group's goals and improve surveillance methods for follow-up care.

Genomic Testing and Radon Standards
The group discussed genomic testing challenges, with Bill highlighting barriers including high startup costs, limited healthcare provider expertise, and patient privacy concerns. They reviewed progress on radon-resistant construction standards, where Michael explained that while jurisdictions have adopted some standards, mandatory mitigation requirements are still lacking. The team agreed to meet bi-weekly, with the next meeting scheduled for June 30th at 3 PM, to continue working on restructuring objectives and addressing identified barriers.


